








In the early 1930's Dania exhibited the aspects of a small, unexciting town. Pic­
tured above are one of the principal grocery stores and Dania's only bank.
Behind these edifices on the main street is the open field where hard fought
baseball and football games were played.
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were discovered just south of the giant
banyan tree.(66) In 1917 Hinkley sold
the hammock to Brook, who renamed
it Wyldwood. Resold in 1946, the pro­
perty subsequently housed an assort­
ment of businesses, including a rest­
aurant and gift shop.(67)

As sales dropped and profits plung­
ed, times became really tough in Dania
during the Depression. Paul Thomp­
son, who was elected a Dania council­
man in the 1930's, recalled that "our
salary in those days was seven dollars a
month. Our first order of business
was to do away with it and work
for nothing. Since I owned the first
push-cutting mower in town, I was
put in charge of a municipal cleanup
campaign. To make Dania look decent,
I got out there and cleared away
sage growing waist high and mowed a
four block area smack in the middle of
town. It was a mess."(68)

In the midst of the Depression, Ver­
Ion Burrell opened Dixie Cleaners at
140 North Federal Highway. He re­
lated, "I owned the first dry cleaning
plant on the premises in South
Broward. Back then, a pair of trousers
was dry cleaned for thirty-five cents; a
suit of clothes for sixty-five cents;
and a lady's dress for seventy-five
cents, pleats were ten cents extra. ' ,(69)

A November 1938 blaze, which re­
duced a local packing house to ashes
because ' 'volunteers didn't have
enough hose to put out the flames,"
triggered William P. Brook's decision
to enter the local political arena
and run for a slot on the city council
in order to obtain allocations for up­
dated fire fighting equipment. (70)
Named chief of the volunteer fire
department after it was reorganized in
1939, Brook declared that, when he
took over "the department had one
truck that wouldn't run, one paid man,
and a hose that was full of holes. ' ,(71)
Although Brook and his corps of
dedicated volunteers' 'didn't ring door­
bells" for donations they managed, by
"bumming a dollar here and a dollar
there" and sponsoring fish fries, ball
games, and barbecues, to fortify the
department until ite rating was on par
with those of other Broward cities
and Dania financially became able to
assume its operations. (72)

The year 1938 saw Ted Thompson
create a makeshift landing field in
north Dania for his Waco biplane(73)
and marked the organization of the
Dania Chamber of Commerce. (74)
With annual dues of two dollars,
members were dubbed "boosters."
(75) Following the outbreak of World

War II, the Navy transformed the
vicinity of the present day Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International
Airport into a major training facility.
Part of the acreage utilized by the
Navy was within Dania's corporate
limits. (76) In 1940 Martin Frost erected
the Katherine Hotel, now known as
the Pirates'Inn. This structure housed
Dania's first appliance and office
supply store which had been opened
by Verlon Burrell at the close of
World War 11.(77)

Just east of the Katherine Hotel,
which was located on Dania Beach
Boulevard at Northeast First Avenue,
was Dania's unique open-air post
office. Demolished in 1957, the struc­
ture had no doors to the lobby
areas. Dania's original post office, a
corrugated iron building, had opened
on July 7, 1897. Jacob Paulsen was
postmaster. (78)

A feature of the Dania scene for
twenty years, the Denis-Roosevelt
Research Foundation opened in 1940
on the east side of Federal Highway
at the Dania Cut-Off Canal. In addition
to supplying apes for medical research,
this anthropoidic research station
housed some 200 animals including
chimpanzees, monkeys, squirrels, ot­
ters, bears, alligators, and elephants.
(79)

Dania's fame as an antiques center
began in 1945 when Mr. and Mrs. Wil­
lard Ely opened Ely's Antique Shop.
(SO) The 1948 construction of a water
tank with a 200,000 gallon capacity
replaced a thirty-four year old land­
mark which had been erected in 1914.
(81) The Albert Marshall LaBree Jr.
American Legion Post 304 was organ­
ized in 1949.

With a 1950 population of 4,500,
Dania ranked third in the county be­
hind Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood.
(82) Although Dania was larger than
Hallandale, Deerfield Beach, Oakland
Park, and Wilton Manors, all four
cities outdistanced Dania by the year
1973.(83) Broward municipalities such
as Miramar, Pembroke Pines, Plan­
tation, Lighthouse Point, and Lauder­
dale Lakes, which did not exist in
1950, also were more populous. (84)
Even though it did not experience
explosive growth, Dania was home to
a number of fourth and fifth generation
residents who were descendants of
original settlers. (85) , 'People like to
stay in Dania" was their explanation.
(86) And, politically, Dania had not
been dull. In a span of twenty­
two years, Dania had sixteen city
managers and eight police chiefs! (87)

On April 10, 1956, a tornado sudden­
ly appeared above Dania. (88) As the
twister swept through the city, class­
rooms were battered and partial
damage was done to the roof of the
old Dania Elementary School at 301
South Federal Highway. (89) Originally
constructed in 1913 at the urging of
Andrew Christian Frost, who had
petitioned the Dade School Board to
establish a school district in Dania, the
facility has endured many additions,
repairs, patch jobs, and name changes.
(90) When high school subjects were
added to the curriculum, the school's
name became Dania High; and, while
serving as a regional high school for
the southern portion of Broward
County, it was called South Broward
High. (91) After it was vacated, bids
were taken by the school board in the
summer of 1973 for its demolition.



Preservationists then banded together
in its defense. In addition to sparing
the structure from the wrecker's ball,
they persuaded the school board to
lease the building to the City of Dania
for one dollar per year. Already a
threatened historic resource, the old
Dania Elementary School sustained
heavy fire damage on April 17, 1979.
(92)

An earlier fire in 1956 had destroy­
ed the Dania community house; in
1957, the Dania open-air post office
was bulldozed in the name of progress
and, during the 1960's, the Florida
East Coast Railway depot was blown
100 feet off its foundation by a
hurricane. (93) Surviving structures
symbolic of yesterday's Dania include
Andrew Christian Frost's first house
at 132 Northwest First Avenue and
his second at 158 North Federal
Highway. (94)

The infiltration of salt water, which
pushed back fresh water with the
channeling of Port Everglades; the
straightening, widening, and deepen­
ing of the Intracoastal Waterway; and
the construction of additional drainage
canals into the Everglades ruined the
muck on the east side of Federal
Highway and spearheaded the gradual
death of Dania's tomato crop. (95)
Pioneer Dania tomato farmer Elliott
Chapman Edge came to Dania from his
native North Carolina in 1908.
Weathering insects, blight, floods,

high winds, and numerous misfor­
tunes, Edge once cleared $73,000 on
tomatoes grown on a 110-acre plot. He
claimed, "I didn't retire. The salt water
retired me."(96) Most tomatoes in
Dania now come from supermarkets.

To cash in on tourism, the Dania
Jai Alai Fronton was constructed on
twenty acres of croplands which, at one
time, constituted part of the Harris
T. Killie farm. The Dania Country Club
replaced some forty-five acres of the
Elliott Chapman Edge farm. (97)

The opening of Dania's privately
owned seaport, Port Laudania, occur­
red in 1965. A fourteen acre facility
with dockage for four ships, Port
Laudania is situated west of the Intra­
coastal Waterway, just north of the
Dania Cut-Off Canal. (98) Designed for
freighters less than 250 feet in length,
Port Laudania's opening heralded the
beginning of Dania's industrial growth.
In 1967, Dania passed the two million
dollar mark in construction.

Wedged between Fort Lauderdale
and Hollywood, the City of Dania
covers approximately 3,100 acres or
4.85 square milesr(99) Situated in the
midst of a major traffic corridor, Dania
is traversed by several major thorough­
fares including U.S. 1, a major artery
on its north-south axis, and Dania
Beach Boulevard, a major artery on its
east-west axis. (100) In addition to a
number of parks and recreational facili­
ties which include the Dania pier,

Dania has a unique parcel of man­
groves and wetlands to the east of
Southeast Fifth Avenue and Gulf­
stream Road.(101) Because of its loca­
tion, size, and quality of vegetation,
these wetlands have received consider­
able public attention.

Averaging .9 feet above sea level,
Dania, the oldest incorporated munici­
pality in Broward County, was home in
1976 to- an estimated 12,750 people.
(102) A former agricultural settlement
with the tomato industry the mainstay
of its economy, Dania is now known as
the antiques center of the south.(103)
Featuring trinkets and treasures from
the past, the shops lining Dania's
main street, U.S. 1, have generated
millions of dollars in business. Dania's
tourism image has been bolstered by
the Jai Alai Fronton which draws
scores of visitors to the city every win­
terseason.

Since the days of the first town
marshal, Dania's police force had
grown to thirty-seven paid officers.
The Ajax chemical fire engine rig has
been replaced by a force of twenty-two
paid firemen. (104)

The present city manager-
commission form of government was
established in 1946, replacing the
mayor-council system.(105) In today's
Dania, the mayor is chosen from
among five commissioners who are
elected to four year terms with
elections held every two years. (106)
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