














Preservationists then banded together
in its defense. In addition to sparing
the structure from the wrecker’s ball,
they persuaded the school board to
lease the building to the City of Dania
for one dollar per year. Already a
threatened historic resource, the old
Dania Elementary School sustained
heavy fire damage on April 17, 1979.
(92)

An earlier fire in 1956 had destroy-
ed the Dania community house; in
1957, the Dania open-air post office
was bulldozed in the name of progress
and, during the 1960’s, the Florida
East Coast Railway depot was blown
100 feet off its foundation by a
hurricane.(93) Surviving structures
symbolic of yesterday’s Dania include
Andrew Christian Frost’s first house
at 132 Northwest First Avenue and
his second at 158 North Federal
Highway.(94)

The infiltration of salt water, which
pushed back fresh water with the
channeling of Port Everglades; the
straightening, widening, and deepen-
ing of the Intracoastal Waterway; and
the construction of additional drainage
canals into the Everglades ruined the
muck on the east side of Federal
Highway and spearheaded the gradual
death of Dania’s tomato crop.(95)
Pioneer Dania tomato farmer Elliott
Chapman Edge came to Dania from his

high winds, and numerous misfor-
tunes, Edge once cleared $73,000 on
tomatoes grown on a 110-acre plot. He
claimed, ‘‘I didn’t retire. The salt water
retired me.’’(96) Most tomatoes in
Dania now come from supermarkets.

To cash in on tourism, the Dania
Jai Alai Fronton was constructed on
twenty acres of croplands which, at one
time, constituted part of the Harris
T. Killie farm. The Dania Country Club
replaced some forty-five acres of the
Elliott Chapman Edge farm.(97)

The opening of Dania’s privately
owned seaport, Port Laudania, occur-
red in 1965. A fourteen acre facility
with dockage for four ships, Port
Laudania is situated west of the Intra-
coastal Waterway, just north of the
Dania Cut-Off Canal.(98) Designed for
freighters less than 250 feet in length,
Port Laudania’s opening heralded the
beginning of Dania’s industrial growth.
In 1967, Dania passed the two million
dollar mark in construction.

Wedged between Fort Lauderdale
and Hollywood, the City of Dania
covers approximately 3,100 acres or
4.85 square miles.(99) Situated in the
midst of a major traffic corridor, Dania
is traversed by several major thorough-
fares including U.S. 1, a major artery
on its north-south axis, and Dania
Beach Boulevard, a major artery on its
east-west axis.(100) In addition to a

Dania has a unique parcel of man-
groves and wetlands to the east of
Southeast Fifth Avenue and Gulf-
stream Road.(101) Because of its loca-
tion, size, and quality of vegetation,
these wetlands have received consider-
able public attention.

Averaging .9 feet above sea level,
Dania, the oldest incorporated munici-
pality in Broward County, was home in
1976 to: an estimated 12,750 people.
(102) A former agricultural settlement
with the tomato industry the mainstay
of its economy, Dania is now known as
the antiques center of the south.(103)
Featuring trinkets and treasures from
the past, the shops lining Dania’s
main street, U.S. 1, have generated
millions of dollars in business. Dania’s
tourism image has been bolstered by
the Jai Alai Fronton which draws
scores of visitors to the city every win-
ter season.

Since the days of the first town
marshal, Dania’s police force had
grown to thirty-seven paid officers.
The Ajax chemical fire engine rig has
been replaced by a force of twenty-two
paid firemen.(104)

The  present city manager-
commission form of government was
established in 1946, replacing the
mayor-council system.(105) In today’s
Dania, the mayor is chosen from
among five commissioners who are
elected to four year terms with
elections held every two years.(106)
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